CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS OF 

ASTRONOMY IN CHINA

(1912-1982)
1912
May  Founded in Beijing the first Central Observatory under the then Ministry of Education of the Republic of China at the original site of the Paozihe Observatory of the Imperial Board of Astronomy of the Qing Dynasty, overthrown the previous year；
First group of astronomical workers were trained at the trignometry departments of the Military Survey Bureau and the military Survey School, both under the Army General Staff.

1915

Astronomers planned to set up the Chinese Astronomical Society (CAS); and as a first step, the journal "Observatory Reports" was published in its name.

1922 October 30  
Founding of the Chinese Astronomical Society at the Central Observatory, Beijing; the first "appraisal council" was elected, with Gao Lu as president and Qin Fen as vice-president. Lectures were given at the Society monthly.
1923

    "Anonymous Awards" for distinguished popular astronomical works were created upon donations;

October 28  First Annual Congress of CAS in Beijing. Two papers were read and the second council elected.

1924

    The observatory at Qingdao, a former German establishment, was taken over by the Government and renamed the Qingdao Observatory.

1925

February  The Second Annual Congress of CAS in Beijing and election of the third council;

   "Dan Yuan Awards" were created upon donations from Ke Hongnian, a deceased honorary member of the Society, to give financial aids to the delegates attending the International Astronomical Union (IAU) Congress abroad, and to encourage publications on ancient China astronomy;

July  CAS appointed Zhang Yun to attend the Second IAU Congress in London as a nonvoting delegate;

October 25~27  The Third Annual Congress of the CAS in Beijing.  Three papers were read and fourth council elected.
1926

    The Department of Mathematical Astronomy was set up at Sun Yat-sen University in Guangzhou;

October 31  The Fourth Annual Congress of the CAS in Beijing and election of the fifth council.

1927

May  A time service committee was set up under the Commission of Educational Administration of the then Nanjing Government to take charge of the compiling of almanacs；
August  The Commission of Educational Administration was dismissed and the Academy of High Learning was set up in its place to take charge of the various educational establishments, including the former Academia Sinica;

   Among the subordinate setups under the former Academia Sinica was a preparatory committee for new observatories, in which the Time Service Committee was incorporated;

   An astronomical observation station was set up by the new Bureau of Geodetic Survey under the then Nanjing Government;

Autumn   The CAS set up a liaison office in Nanjing and the secretariat itself removed to the city;

Winter  The first "Anonymous Awards" was given to Chang Fuyuan for his Gai Tian Yi;

December 23  The Fifth Annual Congress of the CAS in Nanjing. Two papers were read and the sixth council elected.

1928

Spring  The Preparatory Committee for New Observatories was divided into the Astronomical Institute and the Meteorological Institute.   Gao Lu became the first director of the former;

July  The CAS appointed Yu Qingsong and Zhao Jingyi as nonvoting delegates to the Third IAU Congress in Leiden, Holland;

December 22  The Sixth Annual Congress of the CAS in Nanjing and election of the seventh council.

1929

May Yu  Qingsong was delegated by the CAS to the Fourth Pacific Congress of Science in Bandung, Indonesia;

December  The CAS set up an observation committee for variable stars;

December 22  The Seventh Annual Congress of the CAS was jointly sponsored by the CAS and the Chinese Meteorological Society.  Three papers were read and the eighth council elected.

1930

    An observatory was set up at SunYat-sen University;

April  The CAS's editors' committee came into being;

July  The CAS's monthly, The Universe, was published;

December  The CAS's translation committee for astronomical terms was set up;

December 22  The Eighth Annual Congress of the CAS in Nanjing.  Two papers were read and the ninth council elected.
1931

December 23   The Ninth Annual Congress of the CAS was held in Nanjing.   Two papers were read and the tenth council elected.

1932

Winter   The CAS headquarters moved to Nanjing.

1933

Spring    The Translation Committee worked out more than 1,400 astronomical terms which was published by the then State Translation Centre;

    The second "Anonymous Awards" was given to Chen Zhiyuan (Chen Zungui) for his book "A B C of Astronomy", formerly known as "Illustrated Handbook of Celestial Bodies";

April 6-7   Commemoration of the tenth  anniversary of the CAS's inauguration and convening of its Tenth Annual Congress in Nanjing.  Reports and speeches were made by the President, General-Secretary, different committees and members. Two papers were read and the eleventh council elected;

November 24  Commemoration of the tri-centenary of the death of Xu Guangqi (scientist, 1562~1633) in Nanjing.

1934

March 21   The CAS's Eleventh Annual Congress in Nanjing. Two papers were read and its twelfth council elected;

September The Nanjing Purple Mountain Observatory (Zijinshan Observatory) was founded;

November The Committee of Eclipse Observation was organized under the sponsorship of the CAS.

1935

April 6   The CAS's Twelfth Annual Congress in Nanjing.  Three papers were read and the thirteenth council elected;

July    The CAS joined the IAU and delegated Gao Jun and Pan Pu to the Fifth IAU Congress in Paris.

1936

April 29   The CAS's Thirteenth Annual Congress in Nanjing. Seven reports and three papers were read and the fourteenth council elected;

June 19   The Committee of Eclipse delegated Yu Qingsong, Chen Zungui, Zhou Yixin and Shen Rui to Hokkaido, Zhang Yuzhe and Li Heng to Khabarovsk (Boli) for eclipse observation.

1937

July 9-11  The CAS' Fourteenth Annual Congress in Qingdao. Twelve papers were read and the fifteenth council elected;

September   In the wake of the Anti-Japanese War, various astronomical establishments had to evacuate to the hinderland, only to move back to their original sites after V-J Day. The Universe monthly stopped publication.

1938

July    "The Universe" monthly resumed publication;

August  The CAS appointed Yu Qingsong to the Sixth IAU Congress in Stockholm; however, he was unable to go on financial account.
1939

November 4-5  The CAS's Fifteenth Annual Congress in Kunming. Nine papers were read and its sixteenth council elected;

1940

New Year's Day   The CAS's Kunming Branch was inaugurated, The Phoenix Hill Observatory of the Institute of Astronomy was established in Kunming;

September The CAS's Sixteenth Annual Congress in Kunming Election of the seventeenth council.

1941

June 1  The CAS's Yongan Branch was set up (Yongan County Fujian Province);

September 21   Under the sponsorship of the Committee of Eclipse Observation, Zhang Yuzhe, Li Heng, Gao Lu, Chen Yide, Chen Zungui, Li Guoding and Gong Shumo went to Lintao County, Gansu Province to observe eclipse. Zhou Yixin and others went to Chongan County, Fujian Province for the same purpose;
October 1-4   The CAS's Seventeenth Annual Congress was held in Lanzhou and its eighteenth council elected; In the meantime, an exhibition on eclipse was jointly sponsored by the CAS and the Committee of Eclipse Observation there.

1942

July "Awards for Popular Astronomy" was created upon donations from Kuang Hushen and Chen Fanyu, deceased members of the CAS;

September  An award was created upon the donations from the "Venerable Elder of the Cloudless Abode", and subsidies were given to Lu Shixian, a CAS member, to publish his book, “the solar Terms and Syzygy date Catalogue from B.C.20”;

October-November
 Because of travelling inconvenience during wartime, the Eighteenth Annual Congress was held separatly in Sian, Kunming, Guaiyang and Yongan from October 18 to November 22 with more than 140 delegates and scores of guests.13 papers were read and the nineteenth council elected at the Kunming Session;

December 25  Commemoration of the tri-centenary of the birth of Issac Newton in Kunming and Yongan.

1943

The CAS's Nineteenth Annual Congress held in Kunming and Yongan simultaneousely; Its council was thereafter called boar of directors, with Zhang Yuzhe elected Chairman of the Board, Gao Lu and two others directors.

1944

October 14-15 
The CAS's Twentieth Annual Congress in Kunming. Two papers were read and the second board of directors elected;

Winter “Shu Qing Awards" were created upon donations from an anonymous person.
1946

February 28   The CAS's Fourth Session of the Second Board of Directors was held in Kunming and the third Board elected through correspondence;

May  The CAS's headquarters returned to Nanjing from Kun-ming. 
1947
The Department of Astronomy was set up at Sun Yat-sen University;

Spring  The CAS's Fourth Board was elected;

June 26    Gao Lu, President of the CAS passed away at Fuzhou;

August  The CAS's Twenty-First Annual Congress and election of its fifth board.

1948

The CAS's Twenty-Second Annual Congress and election of its sixth board;

May  Zhang Yuzhe, Chen Zungui went to Yuhang, Zhejiang province, to observe eclipse under the CAS's sponsorship.

1949

January   Special pages entitled Popular Astronomy were regularly included in the monthly Popular Science;

April   Nanjing Military Control Commission took over the then Institute of Astronomy;

October 1  Founding of People's Republic of China. Academia Sinica (Chinese Academy of Sciences) was established in Beijing with the Purple Mountain Observatory the former Institute of Astronomy as one of its subordinates;

December 1   CAS's Twenty-Third Annual Congress in Nanjing. Its seventh board was elected and the editorial office of Popular Astronomy set up.

1950

October  The Purple Mountain Observatory set up its Kunming Station at the temporary site of Phoenix Hill Observatory, Kuning with the equipment there;

Winter   The Astronomical departments of Xujiahui and Sheshan Observatories, Shanghai, became branches of the Purple Mountain Observatory.

1952

August  The Astronomical Department of Snn Yat-sen university and that of Qi Lu University(Shantong Province) were merged to form the Astronomical Department at Nanjing University;

Autumn  Re-registration of the CAS membership and organizational adjustment.

1953

August  Acta Astronomica Sinica started publication.

Around 1954  The CAS's Beijing, Jiangsu and Shanghai Branches formed.

1955

The CAS delegated Zhang Yuzhe, Dai Wensai, Wu Xinmou and Ye Shihui to the Ninth Congress of the IAU in Dublin.

1956

June  The Science Planning Commission of State Council mapped out a national programme (1956-1967) for different braches of basic science, in which research items for astronomy, as an independent branch of basic science, were defined.

1957

February 6-11  The CAS's First Congress after liberation in Nanjing, with 48 delegates, 36 nonvoting delegates and about 50 visitors.  Of the 25 papers submitted, 21 were read; The first new board of directors came into being by election;

July  The Chinese Academy of Sciences set up a research department on the history of natural science, under which there was a sub-department for astronomical history;

September  Inauguration of Beijing Planetarium.

1958

April  Joint observation of eclipse at Hainan Island by China and the Soviet Union; The first issue of Amateur Astronomer appeared; The CAS delegated Zhang Yuzhe, Cheng Maolan, Li Heng, Zhu Renjun, Wang Shouguan, Dai Wensai and Zhao Quemin to the Tenth IAU Congress in Moscow;

September  Dictionary of Astronomical Terminology containing 5,000 entries was compiled by The Committee of Astronomical Terminology and brought out by the Science Press;

1958

The Academy of sciences started to build Astronomical Instrument Factory in Nanjing;

     Beijing Observatory's Praparatory Board was set up by the Academy of Sciences;

    Founded in Tianjin the International Latitude Station.

1959

September   The CAS protested against IAU executive's admission of the so called “Astronomical Society of Republic of China” as its member.

1960

February The CAS withdrew from the IAU and its sub-com-mittees; The Department of Astronomy set up at Beijing Normal University;

March   The Astronomical Society of Yunnan Province formed;

June 10-16  The CAS's working conference in  Nanjing  with 107 present.  More than 70 papers were submitted, of which over 30 were read;

September  A speciality of astronomy (later named Speciality of astrophysics) was offered at the Department of Geophysics,Beijing University.

1961

    A symposium on "Origin and Evolution of Stars" was jointly sponsored by The CAS and the Astronomical Society of Jiangsu Province with 24 delegates present and 20 visitors.  Seven findings reports and seven papers were read;

December 8-12  The Astronomical Society of Jiangsu Province,entrusted by the CAS, sponsored a colloquium on Celestial Mechanics with some twenty delegates present and a number of visitors.  Three papers and four findings reports were read;

December 21-27  A joint symposium on Solar Physics and Radio Astronomy was sponsored by the CAS and The Purple Mountain Observatory.  Five papers, four findings reports and a draft programme for solar physics were read .

1962

    Xujiahui Observatory and Sheshan Observatory merged to form Shanghai Observatory, directly under the Academy of Sciences;

August 20-26  The Second Annual Congress of The CAS in Beijing with 25 delegates and 50 nonvoting delegates. Election of its second board of directors. Of the 61 papers submitted, 45 were selected and printed for distribution;

December  The State Science Commission, Academy of Sciences and Ministry of Education jointly mapped out an outline of the draft programme of national scientific and technological developments (1963~1972), in which assignments were made for

astronomy.

1963

October 21-27  The CAS sponsored a symposium on "Astronomical Problems in Inter-Planetary Navigation" in Nanjing with more than 100 participants from 15 different units.  Discussions were conducted in two groups, the astrophysics group and the celestial mechanics and survey group. Nineteen papers were                                  read and one written report submitted;

November 7-14  The fourth symposium of time service and latitude was sponsored by CAS in Tianjin with 27 delegates and 19 visitors from 12 different units taking part.   35 papers and reports were read and discussed, and a special setup of astronomical time and frequency was formed.

1964

   The Nanjing Astronomical Instrument Factory of the Academy of Sciences was set up;

August  Achievements of China's joint correction of time signal were appraised by the State.

1965

    China's astronomical almanac, compiled on her own, was published after being appraised by the State.

1968

September 22 Astronomers from different observatories and astronomical departments of universities observed total eclipse in west Xingjiang under the sponsorship of the Academy of sciences.

1970 
The Academy of Sciences Started to build Shaanxi Observatory.

1971

April  A meeting to coordinate work on solar physics was convened in Kunming.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

1972

February  The Purple Mountain Observatory's Kunming Station was expanded into Yunnan Observatory, directly under the Academy of sciences.

1973

June 21-July 16   The Academy of Sciences' Beijing symposium on astronomy with some 100 delegates from 34 related unites taking part. A 1973-1980 research programme of astronomy was worked out, and was sulomitted to the State Council in the form of a Academia Sinica report in December.  40 reports and papers were read;

   Suggestions were made to bring the CAS and its Acta Astronomica Sinica back to life;

   A research group of astrophysics (later expanded into Research Section of Astrophysics in 1977) was set up at the Chinese University of Science and Technology of China;

June   An exhibition to commemorate the quincentenary of the birth of Nicolaus Copernicus was held at the Beijing Planetarium and a similar symposium held on June 22, Beijing.

1974

November  The Academy of Sciences, Ministry of Education and Bureau of Cultural Relics jointly sponsored a meeting in Beijing to discuss problems concerning researches on astronomical history of China, and corresponding steps were taken.

1975 

May The Academy of Sciences called a meeting in Kunming to coordinate work on solar physics, It was asked to sponsor the 1980 eclipse observation in Yunnan Province.

September 12-21   The Academy of Sciences' Nanjing symposium on astrophysics with two discussion groups of 27 participants each; Thirty papers were read;

December  The Academia Sinica's first meeting (in Tianjing) to exchange experience in researches on astronomical history, with some 100 participants from 60 different units. 57 reports and papers were submitted.   
1976

Februray 24-27  Nanjing Symposium on astrophysics with 30 delegates from Nanjing, Shanghai and Hefei taking part.  16 findings were read;

April 29   Astronomers and scientific workers from Beijing Observatory， the Institute of Physics and the Beijing Planetarium went to Akesaiqin, Xingjiang, to observe annular eclipse under the sponsorship of the Academy of Sciences;

June  The Academy of Sciences called a meeting at Changsha to discuss how to handle historical data of astronomy;

August Symposium on astrophysics convened in Hefei.

1977
The“Popular Astronomical Calender", compiled by the Purple Mountain Observatory and the Beijing Planetarium, was off the press.

April  Nanjing symposium on theory of general relativity; A meeting called in Beijing to appraise the。"JYD" (a system of the origin of polar coordinates), and it was employed later by various survey departments;

August 6~20   The Academy of Sciences' symposium on astrophysics at Huangshan with 127 delegates from 37 different units taking part.  96 papers and 10 findings reports were read;

September    The Academy of Sciences called a meeting in Beijing to map out 1978-1985 development programme for different branches of natural science.  More than 60 astronomers took part in mapping out the development programme for astronomy;

1978  Qingdao Observatory ceased to function.

August 29-September 12  The CAS's Third Congress in Shanghai with 202 delegates and 34 nonvoting delegates.  213 reports and papers were submitted and the third board  of  directors  elected; Ten committes for academic researches, popular astronomy,  etc. and one for editoring Acta Astronomica Sinica were set up according resolutions adopted;

November   The Zhongshan (Dr. Sun Yat-sen) University, entrusted by The Academy of Sciences,  sponsored in Guangzhou a symposium on thoery of gravitation and relativistic astrophysics with some 60 delegates from more than 30 different units taking part and some 30 papers submitted;

December 8-26  The Department of Astrogeodynamics of the CAS sponsored in Shanghai the first symposium on astrogeodynamics with 70 delegates taking apart. 48 papers were read;

December 31  Cheng Maolan, Vice-President of the CAS, passed away in Beijing.

1979

February21-March3 The State Comission of Science and Technology called an enlarged astronomical session in Beijing with some astronomical workers from different units present;

March   The  Academy of Scierices' second meeting in Xiamen to exchange experience in researches on astronomical history with 90 participants from 51 different units. 67 papers were submitted;

April 15-May 11  The Astronomical Department of Nanjing University,  entrusted by the CAS, sponsored in Nanjing a symposium on high energy astrophysics to discuss the relationship between high energy physics and astrophysics, posing a new trans-disci-pline problem. There were 57 participants from 21 different units and 15 lectures on elementary particles were given;

April 30  Dai Wensai, Vice-President of the CAS passed away in Nanjing;

August 9-23  Zhang Yuzhe,  Zhao Xianzi,  Ye Shuhua, Hong Siyi, Yi Zhaohua and Chu Jinning, delegated by the CAS, went to Montreal,  Canada to hold talks with IAU on restoration of the CAS's membership;

October  The Astronomical Society of Guangdong Province was founded.

October9-16  The Institute of Survey and Geophysics,  entrusted by the Department of Astrogeodynamics of the CAS, sponsored the second symposium on astrogeodynamics in Wuhan.  607 delegates took part and 66 papers were read.

November 26-December 1   The Celestial Mechanics Department of the CAS sponsored in Nanjing a symposium on algorithm in celestial mechanics with 29 delegates form 17 different units taking part. 28 papers and one findings report were read.

November 26-December 2  The Solar Physics Department of the CAS sponsored a symposium on solar physics in Nanjing with 44 delegates and some 10 visitors from 16 different units taking part. 29 papers and 4 findings reports were read; Formed a setup to coordinate observation of the solar maximum, year of 21st cyle;

December 12-19  The Astronomical Instrument Department of the CAS called a meeting on astronomical instruments and new technology in Guangzhou with 54 participants from 16 different units.  37 papers and findings reports were submitted, of which 29 were read;

December 18-27  The Department of Stellar Physics of the CAS called in Kunming a meeting on stellar physics with 40 delegates from 13 different units taking part.  Of the 34 submitted papers, 30 were read;

December 19-22   The Committee of Popular Astronomy of the CAS called its first meeting in Beijing.  30 delegates were present;

1980

February 16  Sponsored by the Academy of Sciences, astronomers went to Kunming, Ruili, Luxi and other places in Yunnan Province in groups to observe total solar eclipse.  Results were satisfactory;

March-April  A class for further studies on high energy astrophysics was jointly sponsored by the Astronomical Department of Nanjing University and the Purple Mountain Observatory in Nanjing with some 20 participants from 9 different units.   13 papers were submitted when the class rounded off;

April 13  The CAS's Departments of High Energy  Astrophysics, Space Astronomy and Satellite Mechanics and Application were formed;

May   The Department of Cosmic Ray of Chinese Physics Society and High Energy Astrophysics of the CAS jointly sponsored in Qingdao a meeting of cosmic ray and high energy astrophysics with some 30 astronomers present;

May2-9  The CAS's Department of Astronomical History called in Chengdu its third meeting to exchange experience in researches on astronomical history with 61 participants from different scientific and technological units.  75 papers were submitted;

May 12  The CAS's membership restored in IAU;

June--September  Shanghai, Beijing, the Purple Mountain and Shaanxi Observatories and Wuhan Geodesy Institute took part in the MERIT jointly sponsored by the IAU and the IUGG;

July l   Shaanxi Observatory was charged with China's time signal service in place of Shanghai Observatory, using BPM as the call signal instead of the original BPV;

July   The CAS made Beijing Astronotnical Society and Beijing Observatory see to publish Acta Astrophysica Sinica the second periodical of nationwide circulation; The Journal's editing office was subsequently set up;

August 15-21    The CAS's Department of Galaxies and Cosmology sponsored a symposium in Lushan, Jiangxi Province on galaxies and cosmology with 37 delegates from 16 different units taking part and 25 papers submitted;

September 15  47 Chinese  astronomers were admitted by the Executive of the IAU as individual members;

Septembet 17-23   The CAS's Departments of Astrogeodynamics, Star Catalogues and Astronomical Constants and Time jointly sponsored a symposium in Shanghai  on astrometry with 94 delegates and 100 visitors from some 50 units taking part.   99 papers were submitted.  Also present were scientists from the German Federal Republic, Belgium, Japan, France and Denmark. Some of their papers were read as well;

October 9-21   The CAS's Department of Radio Astronomy sponsored a symposium on radio astronomy in Kunming with 52 participants and 2 visitors from 13 different units.  64 papers were submitted.  A visiting Radio Astronomy Delegation of Max Planck Society of West Germany lectured the 19th and 20th sessions; 

October 20-January 9, 1981  Held in Nanjing a symposium on plasma astrophysics with some 50 participants from 7 different units;

October   The Astronomy Volume of Encyclopaedia of China was published;

December 1-10  The CAS's Department of Celestial Mechanics held a symposium on standardization of celestial  mechanics in Nanjing. 30 delegates and some 10 visitors from 10 different units were present; 

December 11-25  Held in  Nanjing a symposium on nutation with 50 delegates and some 20 visitors;   

December  A meeting in Nanjing to examine and approve the "New English-Chinese Dictionary of Astronomical Terms" of 17,000 entries.
1981

January  First issue of Acta Astrophysica Sinica appeared;

March 9-12   The CAS's Committee of Popular Astronomy held in Kunming its second meeting with some 39 participants.

July 31  The Department of Geoscience of the Academy of Sciences sponsored eclipse observation at Mohe and other places in Heilongjian  Province.  Results were satisfactory; 

August   The CAS's Department of Stellar Physics held a meeting to analyse the optical and radio data obtained in the solar maximum year of 21st cycle;

October 20~21   Inaugural meeting of Astronomical Society of Hubei Province in Wuchang. 21 papers were read;

December   A symposium on reference coordinate system in Nanjing with 70 participants and some 20 visitors;

1982

March 8-14   Five symposia respectively on large telescopes and application of new technology, application of ancient astronomical notes, celestial mechanics, satellite dynamics and astrogeodynamics were simultaneouly held in Lintong, Shaanxi Province. There were 178 delegates in total and 120 papers were read;

March 15-20   The CAS's Fourth Congress (the eleventh in series) in Lintong with 115 delegates and 26 nonvoting delegates.  12 reports and papers were read and its fourth board of directors elected;

April 9-17  A symposium on high energy celestial physics in Nanjing under the joint sponsorship of the Chinese Academy Sciences and Max Planck Society of Western Germany . Present were 39 Chinese delegates and 13 scientists from German Federal Republic, U. S. A and Japan. 37 reports and papers were read;

May  A bilingual album in Chinese and English was compiled completely to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the inauguration of  the Chinese Astronomical Society.

