CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS OF 
ASTRONOMY IN CHINA

(1982-1992)
1982 May 29 A new committee of the Chinese Astronomical Society "Library and Information Working Group" came into being. Later, it was renamed" Publication, Library and Information Committee .

1982 June The construction of the First Solar Tower Telescope in China was appraised by the state. It was awarded the National Prize of Science and Technology Progress (second rank) in 1985.

1982 July The Chinese Academy of Sciences approved the establishment of a Millimeter Wave Astronomy Station at Delingha, Qinghai Province, subordinated to the Purple Mountain Observatory, and decided to develop a 13.7m millimeter wave radio telescope in collaboration with the ESSCO Company of U.S.A.

1982 Aug. 17-26 A delegation sent by the Chinese Astronomical Society attended the 18th IAU General Assembly in Greece.  At this General Assembly, membership of Chinese Astronomical Society in the Union was ratified.

1982 Aug.28 Suzhou Youth Astronomical Observing Station was established.

1982 Nov.17 The Astronomical Society of Shaanxi Province was founded at Lintong.

1983 Apr.1 The Beijing Ancient Observatory was reopened to the public after a period of repairs.

1983 June An expedition of the Chinese Academy of Sciences went to Papua-New Guinea to observe the June 11, 1983 total solar eclipse.

1983 June 27 "Astronomical Terminology Committee" of the Chinese Astronomical Society headed by Prof.  Zhang Yuzhe was formed.

1983 Sept. - 1984 0ct. Thirteen classical astrometric instruments, two Doppler receivers and one laser ranging system all from China took part in an international cooperation project - Monitor Earth-Rotation and Intercompare Techniques Campaign (MERIT).

1983 Approved by the Chinese Astronomical Society and Chinese Academy of Sciences, a review journal Tian Wen Jin Zhan (Progress in Astronomy), sponsored by Shanghai Observatory, began to be published from the late 1983.

1983 0ct. 27 Invited by the Chinese Astronomical Society, IAU General Secretary, R. West visited China.
1983 Nov. 21-26 The International Symposium on Solar Physics was held at Kunming. 60 Chinese and 40 foreign astronomers attended.

1984 May 21-28 A Sino-Japanese Colloquium on "Stellar Activity and Observation Techniques” was held in Beijing.

1984 Oct. 1-5 Chinese Astronomical Society sent a delegation to take part in the third Asian-Pacific Regional Meeting of the IAU at Japan.
1984 Oct. 18-20 Miyun Meter Wave Synthesis Radio Telescope of the Beijing Astronomical Observatory was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Sciences.  It was awarded the National Prize of Science and Technology Progress (second rank) in 1985.

1984 Nov. Huairou Solar Observing Station of the Beijing Astronomical Observatory was set up.

1985 A project of Astro-dynamical Geodesy wad completed by ten institutions including the Purple Mountain Observatory, Satellite Observing Stations of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the PLA Geodesy Institute, It was awarded the National Prize of Science and Technology (first rank).

1985 Mar.16 The Astronomical Society of Anhui Province was founded at the University of Science and Technology of China.

1985 May 5-20 The IAU President, Prof. R. Hanbury-Brown paid a visit to China.

1985 June 25-28 The astronomical information network of the Chinese Academy of Sciences was formed at Beijing.

1985 July 6 Nanjing Youth Amateur Astronomer Association was founded at Nanjing No. 1 Middle School.
1985 July 16 Young Astronomers Union of the Chinese Astronomical Society was founded at Lintong, Shaanxi Province. 
1985 Oct.  The Astronomical Council of the Chinese Academy of Sciences was founded at Beijing. Wang Shouguan was appointed to be its first chairman.

1985 Nov. 7-13 A Sino-American Beijing Colloquium “Critical Observations vs. Physical Models on Close Binary Systems” was held. 20 American and 25 Chinese astronomers took part in the colloquium.

1985 Nov. 19-28 A delegation of the Chinese Astronomical Society participated in the 19th IAU General Assembly in New Delhi, India.

1985 Dec. 22-28 The fifth congress of the Chinese Astronomical Society (the twelfth in total series) was held at Wuhan. 136 delegates participated. The fifth board of directors was elected with Wang Shouguan as its President.

1986 Jan.4 The first Chinese astronomical expedition reached the South Pole to carry out astronomical investigation.

l986 Feb. The post-doctorial programs for astronomy were introduced at Nanjing University, University of Science and Technology of China and the Beijing Astronomical Observatory.

1985 - 1986 The Chinese Program for the International Halley Watch (IHW) was organized on a national scale. Most of the Chinese astronomical institutions and amateur groups participated in various observational projects, including a team of astronomers from the Chinese Academy of Sciences sent to New Zealand and Australia, and groups of Chinese youth amateur astronomers sent to Sanya, Hainan Province for the observations.

1986 May 26-30 IAU Symposium No. 125 “The Origin and Evolution of Neutron Stars” was held in Nanjing, China. About 60 Chinese and 40 foreign astronomers attended. Former IAU President, A. Blaauw attended the symposium and later visited some Chinese astronomical institutions.

l986 June The Long Wave Time Service of Shaanxi Observatory was appraised by the state. It received the National Prize of Science and Technology Progress (first rank) in1987.

1986 July 21 Prof.Zhang Yuzhe (Y.C. Chang), the Honorary President of the Chinese Astronomical Society, Honorary Director of the Purple Mountain Observatory, Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, passed away in Nanjing.

l986 Aug. 3-17 The 14th. IAU/UNESCO International School for Young Astronomers was organized at Peking University with the participation of 13 teachers and 52 students both Chinese and foreign.

1986 Aug. 25-30  IAU Symposium No.124 "Observational Cosmology was held in Beijing.  Nearly 200 participants from 21 countries attended. IAU General Secretary, J.P. Swings attended the Symposium and visited some Chinese astronomical institutions.

1986 Oct. 11 Suzhou Youth Amateur Astronomer Association was founded.
1986 Oct. 16- Nov.7 IAU President, J.Sahade paid a visit to China.

1986 Dec.11-14 The Solar Magnetic Field Telescope of the Beijing Astronomical Observatory, co-produced by the Beijing Astronomical Observatory and Nanjing Astronomical Instrument Factory, was appraised by the Academy of Sciences and was awarded the National Prize of Science and Technology Progress (first rank) in 1988.

1987 The Delingha Millimeter Wave Astronomy Station of the Purple Mountain Observatory was established.

1987 May Center of Astronomy and Astrophysics of the Center of Chinese Advanced Science and Technology (CCAST) (World Laboratory) was set up at Nanjing University.

1987 May 15 Wuhan Youth Amateur Astronomer Association was founded.

1987 Aug. President of the Chinese Astronomical Society, Wang Shouguan, was elected as member of Chinese Commission of the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU).

1987 Aug. 17-28 The CAS 1st Guo Shoujing's Summer School on Astrophysics (Galaxy Formation and Dynamics) was held at Tunxi, Anhui Province. 12 foreign and

90 Chinese astronomers and students participated in the school.

1987 Sept. 1 Chinese Physical Society, Chinese Astronomical Society and other 9 scientific societies cosponsored the commemoration of the tri-century of the publication of Isaac Newton's Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica [Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy].

1987 Sept.23 Teams of Chinese Scientists and amateur astronomers observed the September 23, 1987 annular solar eclipse at Anyang, Henan Province and Nantong, Jiangsu Province.

1987 Sept.29-Oct.3 The 3rd Sino-Japanese Workshop on Galaxies was organized at Chengde, Hebei Province. There were 41 astronomers attended.

1987  Sept. Astronomical Terminology (1987) was approved by the State Council and was publicly issued.

1987 Oct. 4-9 The 4th Asian-Pacific Regional Meeting of the IAU was held in Beijing, China. 193 astronomers from 21 countries participated.

1987 Nov. 24 Urumqi Satellite Observing Station was renamed Urumqi Astronomical Station.

1987 Nov.30 The commemoration on occasion of the 110 anniversary of the birth of Gao Lu was jointly organized by the Chinese Astronomical Society, the Beijing Planetarium and the Beijing Astronomical Society.
1988 Jan. 23 The membership of the Chinese Astronomical Society was re-registered.The number of members was 1833.

1988 Mar.  Zhongguo Tianwen Wenzhai (Chinese Astronomy Abstracts) cosponsored by the Documentation and Information Center, the Documentation and Information Network of Astronomy and the Beijing Astronomical Observatory began to be published.

1988 Mar. 3 The Astronomical Group of Henan Province was founded at Zhengzhou University.

1988 Mar. 16-26 An astronomical delegation of Chinese Academy of Sciences was sent to the Philippines to observe the March 18, 1988 total solar eclipse.

1988 June 27-July 11 The CAS 2nd Guo Shoujing's School on Astrophysics (Cosmology and Particle Physics) was held in Nanjing.

1988 July 21 American Youth Delegation (about 50 people specializing in astronomy)visited China and took part in the astronomical summer camp together with young Chinese amateur astronomers.

1988 Aug. 2-13 Chinese Astronomical Society sent adelegation to attend the 20th IAU General Assembly in Bal-timore, U.S.A. Ye Shuhua was elected IAU Vice-President.

1988 Nov. 14-19 The CAS 3rd Guo Shoujing's School on Astrophysics (QSOs and AGNs) was organized in Suzhou. There were about 84 participants.

1988 Nov. 19 Chinese Astronomical Society and more than a dozen other scientific societies cosponsored a meeting at Tongan, Fujian Province, to commemorate the 900th anniversary of Su Song's innovation of Clesydra Clock-Driven Armillary Sphere.

1988 Dec.1 The 1.26m Infrared Telescope, coproduced by Nanjing Astronomical Instrument Factory and the Beijing Astronomical Observatory, was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Sciences. It was awarded the National Prize of Science and Technology Progress (second rank) in 1991.

1988 Dec. 3 Changchun Astronomical Group was formed in Changchun.

1989 Jan. 8 The Shanghai VLBI Station was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Sciences. It was chosen as one of ten great achievements of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1990.

1989 Mar. 8-12 The sixth congress of the Chinese Astronomical Society (the thirteenth in total series) was held in Suzhou. The sixth board of directors with Li Qibin as its president was elected. An award of "Excellent Service in Astronomical Work" was founded by the Society. Wang Shouguan, Ye Shuhua and Gong Shumo were elected honorary presidents of the Chinese Astronomical Society.

1989 Apr. 17-19 World Data Center-D for Astronomy was established in Beijing.  Its headquarters was placed in the Beijing Astronomical Observatory.

1989 May 14-19 The URSI/IAU Symposium on "Radio Astronomical Seeing" was held in Beijing. 40 Chinese and 36 foreign scientists attended.

1989 July The Center for Astronomical Data Analysis and Computational Astronomy Laboratory (Center for Space Telescope Data Analysis-China) was set up at Astronomy Department, Nanjing University.

1989 Aug. 19 Prof. Li Heng, Honorary President of the Chinese Astronomical Society, Honorary Director of the Shanghai Observatory, passed away in Shanghai.

1989 Nov. 13 The 2.16m reflector was inaugurated at Xinglong Station, Beijing Astronomical Observatory.

1989 Nov 26 The 1.56m Astrometry Telescope of the Shanghai Observatory was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Sciences.It was chosen as one of ten great achievements of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1989.
1990 May 8 Ceremony on occasion of the erection of Zhang Heng monument was held at Nanyang, Henan Province.

1990 July International Ursigram and World Days Service (IUWDS) accepted China as its regional warning center, named IUWDS Regional Warning Center-Beijing (RWC-BEIJING).

1990 July 14-21 A delegation of Chinese Astronomical Society attended the 5th Asian-Pacific Regional Meeting of the IAU at Sydney, Australia.

1990 Sept. 15 Joint Laboratory for Optical Astronomy of Beijing Astronomical Observatory, Shanghai Observatory and Yunnan Observatory was set up. Wang Shouguan was appointed as chairman of the scientific committee and Li Qibin as its director.

1990 Sept. 15 Joint Laboratory for Radio Astronomy of Purple Mountain Observatory, Shanghai Observatory and Beijing Astronomical Observatory was set up. Ye Shuhua was appointed as chairman of the scientific committee and Tong Fu as its director.

1990 Oct. 19-23 The 3rd Chinese Academy of Sciences-Max-Planck Society Workshop on High Energy Astrophysics was held at Taiping, Anhui Province. More than 60 astronomers from China, Germany, U.S.A. and USSR participated in the meeting.
1990 Oct. A Sino-Japanese Workshop “Star Formation Region” was organized at Huangshan, Anhui Province About 60 participants attended.

1991 Feb. 2 Prof. Chen Zungui, Honorary President of the Chinese Astronomical Society, Honorary Director of the Beijing Planetarium, passed away in Beijing.

1991 Mar. 3-12 The first Sino-Japanese Seminar on Solar Physics was held at Kunming. 38 Chinese and 12 Japanese astronomers attended.

1991 May Dictionary of Chinese-English Astronomical Terminology containing 13400 items was published.

1991 June 29-July 3 Workshop on Supernova and Supernova Remnant was held in Beijing. 30 astronomers from China, U.S.A. and Netherlands attended.

1991 July The Chinese youth expedition went to Hawaii and an expedition from Chinese Academy of Sciences went to Mexico to observe the July 11, 1991 solar total eclipse.

1991 July 23-Aug. 1 Chinese Astronomical Society sent a delegation to attend the 21st IAU General Assembly at Buenos Aires, Argentina.

1991 Aug. 31 "Investigation and Application of Crust Motion and Geodynamics" was listed as one of nationally important basic research programs for the eighth "Five-Year Plan ”. Ye Shuhua headed the program.

1991 Sept. 7-14 The CAS 4th Guo Shoujing's School on Astrophysics(Cosmic Background Radiation and Early Universe) was held at Hefei, Anhui Province.

1991 Oct. The CAS 5th Guo Shoujing's School on Astrophysics (Accretion Disk and Jet) was held at Wuhan, Hubei Province.

1991 Nov. 1 Nanjing Astronomical Instrument Factory of the Chinese Academy of Sciences was renamed Nanjing Astronomical Instrument Research and Manufacture Center of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

1992 Jan. 3 Chinese Astronomers, Chen Jiansheng , Miao Yongrui, Su Dingqiang, Xi Zezong and Xiong Darun, were elected members of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

1992 July 2  The 19th IAU International School for Young Astronomers from Pacific and Asian Regions was held in Beijing.

1992 Sept. 6-12 IAU Colloquium No. 141 "The Magnetic and Velocity Field of Solar Active Regions" was held in Beijing.

1992 Sept. IAU Colloquium No.156 "Developments of Astrometry and Its Impact on Astrophysics and Geodynamics" was held in Shanghai.

1992 Sept. On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the foundation of the Chinese Astronomical Society, a commemorative book Chinese Astronomy on the March (1982-1992), a 40 minute-video tape, and a set of slides were issued.
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