CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS OF 
ASTRONOMY IN CHINA

(1992-2002)
1992 January Chinese President and General Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPC, Jiang Zemin, inspected the Purple Mountain Observatory, and wrote an inscription.

1992 0ctober The eighth “Five-Year Plan” national important basic research program (Scaling-the-Heights Program) “Multi-wavelength observations and studies of  violent activities of celestial objects” was started. Li Qibin and Qu Qinyue headed the program.
1992 Oct.26-29 The Asian-Pacific Regional Meeting for Astronomical Education was held in Beijing.

1992 Oct.31-Nov.2 The seventh Congress of the Chinese Astronomical Society (the fourteenth in total series )was held in Beijing. 155 delegate participated. The seventh board of directors was elected with Qu Qinyue as its president.
1993 May 26 The Astrophysics Institute, Huazhong Normal University was admitted as an institutional member of the CAS.

1993 May 26 The Fujian Astronomical Society became an adhering body of the CAS.

1993 May 24-29 IAU Colloquium No. 145 “ Supernovae and Supernova Remnants” was held in Xi'an, China. 147 participants from China and other countries attended.

1993 June 30-July 5 The CAS 7th Guo Shoujing Summer School (Molecular Cloud and Star Formation) was held in Wuxi, Jiangsu Province.

1993 Aug. 16-20 CAS delegation participated in “The 6th Asian-Pacific Regional Meeting of the IAU” in Pune, India.

1993 0ctober Ai Guoxiang from Beijing Astronomical Observatory was elected member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

1994 June 20-24 An international symposium on “the 4th Multi-Site Continuous Spectroscopy (MUSICOS) campaign” was held in Beijing.

1994 July 1-7 1994' Sino-Japanese Summer School on Meteor was held in Suzhou.

1994 July 17-22 The Purple Mountain Observatory successfully predicted and observed the collision of Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 with Jupiter.

1994 Aug. 15-27 CAS sent a delegation to attend the 22nd IAU General Assembly in the Hague, the Netherlands. Ai Guoxiang was elected as the vice-president of the IAU commission 10 (Solar Activity).
1994 Sept. 10-15 The CAS 8th Guo Shoujing Summer School (The Theory and Observation of.Compact Object) was held in Xingtai, Hebei Province.

1994 Sept. 20 A ceremony to celebrate the 60th anniversar)r of the foundation of the Purple Mountain Observatory, and the inauguration of the Astronomical History Museum were held in. Nanjing.

1994 Oct. 12 Nanshan VLBI Station of the Urumqi Astronomical Station was set up. It became a member of  the European VLBI Network (EVN) in the same year.

1994  November The Astronomical Society of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region was founded.

1995 January The Zhang Yuzhe Prize was set up by the Chinese Astronomical Society.

1995 Sept. 13-23 The CAS 9th Guo Shoujing Summer School (Stellar Astrophysics) was held in Zhengzhou, Henan Province.

1995 Sept. 25-29 Sino - German Workshop on Planetary Physics was held in Nanjing.

1995 Oct. 14-30 The first delegation of Chinese Astronomical Society successfully visited Taiwan.

1995 October Fang Cheng from Nanjing University was elected member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

1995 Nov. 8-10 The eighth congress of the Chinese Astronomical Society (the fifteenth in total series) was held in Nanjing. 137 delegates participated. The eighth board of directors was elected with Li Qibin as its President.

1995 December Zhu Nenghong from Shanghai Astronomical Observatory was elected member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering.

1996 Feb. 11 The Institute of History for Natural Sciences was admitted as a CAS institutional member.

1996 June 5-14 The CAS l0th Guo Shoujing Summer School (Observational Astrophysics) was held in Beijing.
1996 June 17-20 IAU Colloquium No.159 “Emission Lines in Active Galaxies: New Methods and Techniques” was held in Shanghai, China.

1996 June 25-Aug.1 CSA delegation took part in the first  “Cross-Strait Workshop on Astronomical Popularization and Education ” in Taiwan.
1996 Agu.1-4 For celebrating the foundation of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) of the People’s Republic of China, a meeting on “Chinese Astronomy in 21st Century ” was held by CAS in Hong Kong, Taiwan, USA, Canada ,Germany , Italy, Japan, Vietnam attended.
1996 Aug.19-23 CAS delegation participated in “The 7th Asian-Pacific Regional Meeting of the IAU” in Pusan, Korea.

1996 Sept.26-27 The Qinghai 13.7 meter mm-wave Radio Telescope was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
1996 Nov.11-15 The 10th “International Workshop on Laser Ranging Instruments” was held in Shanghai.
1996 Nov.15 The supernova survey system on the 60cm telescope of Beijing Astronomical Observatory was checked and accepted by the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

1996 Dec.16 Chinese Academy of Sciences appraised the 2.16 m telescope in Xinglong station, manufactured by Nanjing Astronomical Manufacture and Research Center, Beijing Astronomical Observatory and Beijing Institute of Automation.

l997 March 9 An expedition of about 286 astronomers and astronomical amateurs organized by CAS observed 1997 total solar eclipse in Mehe, Heilongjiang Province.
1997 April  Proposal of the National Mega-Scientific project-the Large Sky Area Multi-Object Fiber Spectroscopic Telescope (LAIVIOST) was approved by the State Development and Planning Commission. Later the Feasibility Study was approved and the project was funded.

1997 July 22 Chinese President and General Secretary of  the Central Committee of the CPC, Jiang Zemin, inspected the Xinglong ,Station, Beijing Astronomical Observatory, and wrote an inscription.

1997 July 29-Aug.5 The 2nd "Cross-Strait Workshop on Astronomical Popularization and Education" was held in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.

1997 Aug.17-31 Chinese Astronomical Society sent a delegation to attend the 23rd IAU General Assembly in kyato, Japan. Ai Gucxiang was elected as the president of IAU commission 10. Jin Wenjing and Su Dingqiang were elected as the vice-presidents of the IAU commissions

8 and 9 respectively.

1997 Aug.28-30 The CAS llth Guo Shoujing Summer School (Cataclysmic Variable and Binary Evolution) was held in Hefei, Anhui Province.
1997 October  The eighth "Five-Year Plant” national important basic research programs  ( Scaling-the-Heights Program )  "Multi-wavelength observations and studies of the activities of celestial objects" was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

1997 0ctober Sun Yisui from Nanjing University and Li Tipei from Institute of High Energy Physics were elected members of the Chinese Academy of Science.

1998 January The ninth "Five-Year Plan" national important basic research programs  (Scaling-the-Heights Program)  "Multi-wavelength observations and studies of violent activities of celestial objects" was started. Xiong Darun and Fang Cheng headed the program..

1998 May 2 Chinese President and General Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPC, Jiang Zemin inspected the Huairou Station, Beijing Astronomical Observatory, and wrote an inscription.

1998 May 18-22 IAU Colloquium No. 168 "Cometary Nuclei in Space and Time" was held in Nanjing, China.

1998 May  Beijing  Astrophysics Center, jointly sponsored by Peking University and Chinese Academy of Sciences, was established in Beijing.

1998 July  The 3rd "Cross-Strait Workshop on Astronomical Popularization and Education" was held in Taiwan.

1998 July  The 4th CAS Zhang Heng Symposium (Research frontiers on stars, galaxies and high energy astrophysics) was held in Hohhot, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.

1998 Aug. 5 The lOOth anniversary of the foundation of Qingdao Observatory was celebrated in Qingdao.

1998 Aug. 15-21 The CAS 12th Guo Shoujing Summer School (Supernovae and Supernova Remnants) was held in Urumqi, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.
1998 September Department of Astronomy and Applied Physics was established in University of Science and Technology of China.

1998 Sept. 23-28 The CAS 13th Guo Shoujing Summer School (Principle ancl application of population synthesis) was held in Hefei, Anhui Province.

1998 Nov. 22 On the occasion of the l00th anniversary of the birth of Professor Li Heng, an unveiling ceremony of a bronze statue of the astronomer was held in Shanghai Astronomical Observatory.

1998 Nov. 28-Dec.l The ninth congress of the Chinese Astronomical Society (the sixteenth in total series) was held in Beijing. 123 delegates participated. The ninth boarcl of directors was elected with Fang Cheng as its President.

1999 Feb. 6 The 4th East Asia Meeting for Astronomy was held in Kunming.

1999 Feb. 24-28 Invited by the Macao Amateur Astronomer Society, a CAS delegation paid a visit to Macao.

1999 April 23 The National Astronomical Observational Center. Chinese Academy of Sciences was founded.

1999 May 22 A bronze statue of Prof. Zhang Yuzhe was unveiled in the Purple Mountain Observatory.

1999 May 26 Chinese Academy of Sciences appraised the 90-115GHz SIS super conductor receiver manufactured by the Purple Mountain Observatory.

1999 June 11 Professor Miao Yongrui, member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, passed away.

1999 July 22-25 The 4th "Cross-Strait Workshop on Astronomical Popularization and Education" was held in Beijing.

1999 Aug. 7-19 A CAS expedition observed solar total eclipse in Europe.

1999 Sept. 20-25 "The 5th Chinese Academy of Science - Max-Planck Society Workshop on High Energy Astrophysics" was held in Urumqi, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.

1999 October Huang Runqian from Yunnan Astronomical Observatory was elected member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences,

1999 Nov. 2-5 "The first Sino-French workshop on solar physics" was held in Xi'an.

1999 November The National Basic Research Priority Program (973 program) "Formation and Evolution of Galaxies" was started. Chen Jiansheng headed the program.

1999 Dec. 16 The Urumqi Astronomical Station was listed in the first batch of "The national bases for scientific popularization and education".

1999 December Suzhou Observing Station was named as "The national bases for scientific popularization and education".

1999 December Pan Junhua from the Nanjing Astronomical Instrumentation Research and Manufacture Center was elected member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering.
1999 The Eastern China Astronomy & Astrophysics Center was founded in Nanjing.

2000 April 6 The Tianjin Astronomical Society became an adhering body of CAS. 2000 April17-21 IAU Colloquium No.182 "Sources and Scintillation: Refraction and Scattering in Radio Astronomy" was held in Guiyang, China.

2000 April 28 The Purple Mountain Observatory became "The national bases for scientific popularization and education".

2000 May 4-17 The General Secretary of the Intemational Astronomical Union, Dr. J. Andersen and his wife paid a visit to China.

2000 June 15-22  The CAS 14th Guo Shoujing Summer School (Ultraviolet Radiation of the Active Galaxies) was held in Hefei, Anhui Ptovince.

2000 June An Astronomy Department was set up in Peking University.

2000 Aug.7-17 Chinese Astronomical Society sent a delegation to attend the 24th IAU General Assembly in Manchester, U.K. Prof. Su Dingqiang was elected as the president of the IAU commission 9 (Instrumentation and Techniques), while Prof. Jin Wenjing was elected as the president of the IAU commission 8 (Astrometry).

2000 Sept. 8-10 Celebration on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Jiangsu Astronomical Society, and "Workshop for Young Astronomers" were held in Yuhang, Zhejiang Province.

2000 Sept. 21-23 The First National Scientific Conference of the CAS was held in Shartghai. 178 scientists attended this largest astronomical meeting in China.

2000 Nov. 23 The National Basic Research Priority Program (973 program) "Catastrophic solar activity and disastrous space weather" was started. Ai Guoxiang headed the program.

2000 The Shanghai Astro-Geodynamics Center was founded in Shanghai.

2001 February A new English-language journal " Chinese Journal of Astronomy and Astrophysics" (ChJAA), sponsored by the CAS and the National Astronomical Observatories, began publication in February.

2001 March The Shaanxi Astronomical Observatory was renamed National Time Service Center (NTSC), Chinese Academy of Sciences.

2001 April 10  The Lijiang Observing Station of Yunnan Observatory, National Astronomical Observatories, Chinese Academy of Science was established in Lijiang, Yunnan Province.

2001 April 21 National Astronomical Observatories (NAOC), Chinese Academy of Sciences was founded. Beijing Astronomical Observatory was merged into NAOC.

Yunnan Astronomical Observatory, Urumqi Astronomical Station and Chuangchun Satellite O'bserving Station became subordinates of the NAOC. Nanjing Astronomical Instrumentation Research and Manufacture Center was transformed into am enterprise, one of it laboratory was rebuilt as Nanjing Institute of Astronomical Optics and Technology, NAOC.

National Astronomical Observational Center ceased to function. Beijing Astronomical Observatory ceased to function, and Guangzhou Satellite Observing Station ceased to function.

2001 April 25 Founding Ceremony of National Astronomical Observatories, Chinese Academy of Science was held in Beijing.

2001 June 24 The solar radio broad-band dynamic spectrometer was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Science.

2001 July 1 Tsinghua Center for Astrophysics was set up in Tsinghua University.

2001 July 12-19 The 5th “Cross-Strait” Workshop on Astronomical Popularization and Education” was held in Taiwan.

2001 Aug. 18-22 The CAS 15th Guo Shoujing Summer School (Stellar evolution and galactic evolution) was held in Yunnan Province.

2001 Oct. 16 Ceremony of commemorating the 90 anniversary of the birth of Professor Tcheng Mao Lan, and unveiling of Tcheng’s bronze statue were held at Xinglong Station, National Astronomical Observatories.

2001 October Zhou Youyuan from University of Science and Technology of China was elected member of the Chinese Academy of Science.

2001 Nov. 12-17 A CAS delegation participated in “The 5th East Asian meeting for Astronomy” in Taibei, Taiwan.

2001 Nov.26 Professor Gong Shume, Honorary President of the Chinese Astronomical Society passed away in Nanjing.

2001 November Pre-study of the Five-hundred-meter Aperture Spherical Telescope (FAST) was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Science.

2001 Dec.5 The ninth “Five-Year Plane” national important basic research program (Scaling-the-Heights Program) “Multi-wavelength observations and studies of violent activities of celestial objects” was appraised by the Chinese Academy of Science. It gained important research achievements.

2001 Dec.6 Chinese Academy of Science appraised the Portable Sub-mm Wave Telescope manufactured by the Purple Mountain Observatory.

2001 Dec.13-16 “Astronomy and Chinese Astronomy: Present and Future – Mainland and Oversea Young Chinese Astronomer Colloquium” was held in Beijing.

2001 December Nanjing Astronomical Instrumentation Research and Manufacture Center was reorganized to Nanjing Zhoneke Astronomical Instrumentation Limited Company.

2002 Feb.1 Chinese amateur astronomer Zhang Daqing discovered the C/2002C1 comet named as Ikeya Zhang Comet. This is the first comet discovered by an amateur astronomer in China.

2002 May 19 Ceremony to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the foundation of Astronomical Department, Nanjing University and unveiling of Professor Dai Wensai’s bronze statue were held in Nanjing.

2002 June 19 The CAS 17th Guo Shoujing Summer School (Galactic dynamics and chemical evolution) was held in Yunnan Province.

2002 July 2-5 A CAS delegation participated in “The eighth Asian-Pacific Regional Meeting of the IAU” in Tokyo, Japan.

2002 July 18-25 “Sino-German Radio Astronomy Conference on Radio Studies of Galactic Objects, Galaxies and AGNs” was held in Xi’an, China.

2002 July 30-Aug.4“Sino-German Workshop on the multi-wavelength on AGN” was held in Lijiang, Yunnan Province.

2002 Aug.5-10 IAU Symposium No.214 “High Energy Processes and Phenomena in Astrophysics” was held in Suzhou.

2002 Aug. The 5th CAS Zhang Heng Symposium was held in Kunming, Yunnan Province.

2002 Sept. 16-20 IAU Colloquium No.189 “Astrophysical Tides: Effects in the Solar and Explanatory Systems” was held in Nanjing.

2002 Oct. 28-29 The Workshop on Astronomical Development in the New Century and the Second National Scientific Conference of the CAS was held in Nanjing.

2002 Oct. 30 Ceremony to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the foundation of the Chinese Academy of Sciences was held in Nanjing.

2002 Oct. 30 A bronze statue of Gao Lu was unveiled at Nanjing.

2002 Oct. 30 On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the foundation of the Chinese Astronomical Society, a memorial book 《Chinese Astronomical on the March (1992-2002)》were issued.

